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river, grounded, and was captured.* The guns of the fortress
were still firing with considerable effect on the works of
approach.

Kalkreuth's last sortie was made on the night of the
20th. After succeeding in destroying the work of the pre-
ceding day, it was finally driven back with the aid of
reinforcements.

On the 21st, Mortier joined Lefebvre with all his corps,
except what he had left in front of Colberg. In the night
of the 21st, Vallet, a private of the 12th infantry of the line,
ventured on a gallant enterprise. On the crest of the breach,
in front of the covered descent of the ditch, the Prussians had
arranged three great beams, retained by ropes, ready to be
rolled down on the assailants issuing from the descent.
Vallet alone climbed the breach to cut the cords. He
succeeded, though wounded, in his desperate business. The
beams rolled into the ditch, and, underathe constant fire from
the French guns, it was impossible to replace them.

The Hagelsberg was now, or very shortly would be, in a
condition to warrant an assault, which was ordered by
Lefebvre f at Napoleon's instance. Before delivering it, he
sent a final summons to Kalkreuth. That officer had made a
resistance distinguished by that activity which is essential to
every able defence of a fortress; prolongation could only
result in the garrison of the Hagelsberg being subjected to
the horrors of a storm. The advantages were certainly not
commensurate with the terrible loss of life which must ensue
to both sides. It is true that the Hagelsberg was only an
outer defence, but from it the city and the enceinte would lie
at the mercy of the captors. A few hours, or at most a day
or two, of bombardment must compel a surrender on terms far

* The plan at the end of Kirgener's work shows the scene of this event at a
point about halfway between the angle of the river and the northern extremity
of the Holm island.

t Napoleon, at last, thought the time for assault had arrived, and that more
men were being lost in the daily bombardments and sorties than would fall in a
storm (Berthier to Lefebvre, 18th May, Dwwas, xix. 298).